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the pretext that speakers had attacked the
Catholic Church. The writer knew a Protes-
tant missionary who was taken to the court of
Draguignan, then to that of Aix, and finally to
that of Nimes, by a Catholic attorney bent on
his condemnation for holding Protestant ser-
vices. The circulation of Protestant books was
hindered in a most vexatious manner. The
majority of the parliament, which was Catho-
lic, refused to vote a law of religious liberty for
all. Bishop Dupanloup, who opposed it, said
that such a law would be subversive. They
were apparently on the side of liberty only when
they opposed the bill on compulsory education.
All along they acted in perfect defiance of the
national will. By their intolerance and grasp-
ing spirit they aroused the intelligence, the con-
science, and the patriotism of the nation against
them. At the following elections, February 22,
1876, popular indignation inflicted upon them a
political Waterloo, from which they have not as
yet recovered.

The Republicans had hitherto taken merely
a defensive stand; now they assumed the offen-
sive. A most active campaign was open against
the orders and their friends. Gambetta voiced
national feelings when he exclaimed, "Cleri-
calism is the enemy," and indicated the way for